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************************************************************************** 
 
PHI 5956-01   Introduction to Philosophical Methods            Course ref. # 03113 
   (Profs. Dalton, Dancy, Mele, Ruse)                Friday  12:20-3:20 PM,  DOD 181 
 
The purpose of this course is to learn and practice ways of analyzing and critically evaluating philosophical 
views. We will approach historical and contemporary works with the aim of identifying and judging phi-
losophical arguments of various kinds. We will also discuss exegetical issues (such as the Principle of Char-
ity and its proper application), and methodological issues (such as the reliability of philosophical intuitions 
and their relation to philosophical theories). Readings may include selections from Descartes, Hume, Popper, 
Kuhn, Hare, Stevenson, Moore, and contemporary writings. Emphasis will be placed on honing one’s phi-
losophical writing skills. PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR (DALTON) REQUIRED. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHH 5105-01  Aristotle’s Metaphysics              Course ref. # 05237 
(H)*   (Prof. Russell Dancy)           Tuesday  2:00-5:00 PM,  DOD 181 
 
Book VII, ‘Zeta’, of Aristotle’s Metaphysics is concerned with being. Aristotle, in telling us about being, 
employs and tries to explain some of his best known but least understood concepts: those of substance, es-
sence, form, matter, universals, among others. Beginning to understand what he has to say in Zeta requires 
reading outside it: the Categories, Topics book I, Physics book I, other books of the Metaphysics, and some 
of the biological works: Aristotle’s metaphysics is closely bound up with his work in biology.  
     “Metaphysics Zeta has been aptly described as the Mount Everest of ancient philosophy” (Burnyeat). 
We’re going to scale it as far up as we can. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHM 6205-01  Philosophy of Law: Topics                         Course ref. # 05238 
(V)*   (Prof. Maria Morales)     Wednesday  2:30-5:30 PM,  DOD 181 
 
In this course we will examine some critical philosophical issues in contemporary, mostly Anglo-American, 
jurisprudence.  We will consider different views on objectivity in law (including the more general question 
whether objectivity is domain-specific), as well as on the process of adjudication and the justification of ju-
dicial power.  Finally, we will discuss selected questions on criminal justice ethics (e.g., moral problems in 
policing; moral issues in judicial processing, especially plea bargaining and due process). 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

              OVER → 
 
*Fulfills history (H), value theory (V), or metaphysics and epistemology (M&E) distribution requirement for Philosophy graduate 
students. 
 
 
 
 



_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHI 6455-01  Philosophy of Biology: Basic Topics            Course ref. # 07764 

  (Prof. Michael Ruse)           Tuesday  6:45-9:45 PM,  DOD 181 
 
This course will offer a survey of basic topics in the philosophy of biology: an introduction to the nature of 
the philosophy of science; a brief history of the philosophy of biology (Aristotle, Bacon, Kant, Whewell, 
Bergson, and later writers in the twentieth century); the nature of evolutionary theory, including the signifi-
cance of the contributions of Charles Darwin (with special reference to the status of natural selection); the 
coming of genetics (Mendelian and molecular); connections of biology to other branches of science; demar-
cation issues (is evolutionary theory genuinely scientific?); the implications of biology for humankind; the 
fossil record and related issues; molecular biology and its philosophical implications, including the problem 
of reduction; the nature of laws; the significance of the Human Genome Project; alternative theories about 
biology and challenges to accepted paradigms, including the relevance of evolutionary development (“evo-
devo”); non-adaptive theories of evolution (including genetic drift and punctuated equilibrium); computer 
and physics-driven theories challenging or supplementing biology; ethical and social issues, including the 
status of Creationism; the implications of modern biotechnology; eugenics and modern equivalents; human 
sociobiology; and ecological questions. 
     The course will be a combination of lectures and student seminars. Evaluation will be through examina-
tion, student performance and participation in seminars, and some written work. The course will be of such a 
kind that students from both the humanities and the sciences can take it and succeed; no technical compe-
tence or knowledge will be presupposed. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHI 6506-01  Metaphysics: Free Will, Libertarian-style            Course ref. # 05242 
(M&E)*  (Prof. Al Mele)            Monday  2:30-5:30 PM,  DOD 181 
 
Libertarianism (in the metaphysical sense) is the conjunction of two theses: at least some people have free 
will, and free will is incompatible with determinism. A convincing libertarian theory will include a convinc-
ing account of what free will is and a convincing explanation of how free will is possible. This course exam-
ines recent libertarian theories. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHI 6935-01  Philosophical Topics: Fictionalism             Course ref. # 08415 
(M&E)*  (Prof. Cei Maslen )         Thursday  2:00-5:00 PM,  DOD 181 
 
What do Oliver Twist, the number two, morality, possible worlds, and electrons have in common? (Differ-
ent) philosophers have postulated that these are all fictional entities. In this course, we will investigate these 
claims. We will first look into the general issue of truth in fiction, and then examine fictionalist views about 
a variety of subject matters. (There is no assigned text or anthology for this course. We will read some recent 
papers addressing these questions). 
 
************************************************************************** 

 
Please call the department at (850) 644-1483 if you need further information. 

Check www.fsu.edu/~philo/resources/grad/courses for updates. 
 
 
 
*Fulfills history (H), value theory (V), or metaphysics and epistemology (M&E) distribution requirement for Philosophy graduate 
students. 


