Spring 2004 Undergraduate Courses

HUM 2937-02 HONS Humanities Seminar TR 12:30-1:45, 310 DIF
Ref: 04761 Instructor: Prof. Maria Morales (HONORS ONLY)

This course is a survey of late 20th-century political thought. We will discuss the work of
representatives of major theories (e.g., liberalism and communitarianism), and concentrate on
discussions about race, class, and gender in the contemporary world.

PHI 2010-01 Introduction to Philosophy TR 2:00-3:15, 201 DIF
Ref: 03001 Instructor: Ms. Sara Chant (Liberal Studies/Gordon Rule)

Some introductory courses in philosophy are taught with an emphasis on the history of
philosophy, others are topic-oriented and they are taught with an emphasis on particular
philosophical problems. In this course, we will be concerned with acquiring the tools necessary
to do philosophy. So, we will examine a number of topics, including epistemology (or theory of
knowledge), philosophy of religion, the mind-body problem, the nature of freedom, and the
problem of personal identity. Moreover, we will learn a bit about the history of philosophy and
how these topics emerged. But ultimately we will use these historical problems as a means
toward becoming philosophers ourselves.

PHI 2010-02 Introduction to Philosophy MW 5:15-6:30, 108 SAN
Ref: 04770 Instructor: Mr. Jason Zinser (Liberal Studies/Gordon Rule)

What is philosophy? What is it that philosophers do? We will try to answer these questions by
examining a number of philosophical problems and various answers that have been given to
these problems. Some of the problems that we will address are: Does God exist? What do the
terms ‘good’ and ‘bad’ mean? What is consciousness? An emphasis will be placed on critically
reading original texts and carefully evaluating (in writing) the arguments contained therein. By
the end of the course you will have acquired the necessary tools to think more critically about the
world around you.

PHI 2010-03 Introduction to Philosophy MWEF 10:10-11:00, 121B WMS
Ref: 04771 Instructor: Mr. Sean Millard (Liberal Studies/Gordon Rule)

This course will serve as an introduction to the core areas of philosophy. Some of the central
questions that will be addressed are: What makes for good reasoning? Does God really exist?
When and how do we truly have knowledge? What makes an action morally right or wrong?
After a survey of previously suggested answers by various philosophers, students will be
encouraged to come up with their own conclusions regarding such questions.



PHI 2010-04 Introduction to Philosophy TR 2:00-3:15, 303 BRY
Ref: 04772 Instructor: Prof. Cei Maslen (Liberal Studies/Gordon Rule)
(BRYAN HALL ONLY)

This is an introduction to the central questions of philosophy. Topics include the existence of
God, knowledge of the external world, the nature of freedom, the meaning of life, and the mind-
body problem.

PHI 2100-01 Reasoning and Critical Thinking MWEF 1:25-2:15, 201 DIF
Ref: 03002 Instructor: Ms. Tina Huggins (Liberal Studies/Gordon Rule)

The general aim of this course is to hone students' reasoning skills. In meeting this aim, students
will learn how to identify, interpret, and evaluate arguments. Students will find out what
constitutes a good or bad argument, as well as common fallacies of reasoning that are often

committed.

PHI 2100-02 Reasoning and Critical Thinking TR 5:15-6:30, 006 LSB
Ref: 04780 Instructor: Mr. Stephen Morris (Liberal Studies/Gordon Rule)

Whether one is discussing philosophy, politics, law, or even what the greatest movie of all time
is, one's position can only be as strong as the arguments that are used to support it. The purpose
of this course is to help students improve their reasoning skills. In addition to teaching the tools
necessary for comprehending arguments, an emphasis will be placed on helping students develop
the skills necessary for discerning between strong arguments and weak ones.

PHM 2300-01 Intro. to Political Philosophy MWF 9:05-9:55, 123 WMS
Ref: 03028 Instructor: Ms. Melissa Lammey (Lib. Stud./Gordon Rule/Multicult. X)

This course will provide an overview of the most influential ideas in the history of political
philosophy. We will begin by examining ancient political thought and work our way up to the
ideas of some contemporary political thinkers. We will also consider some criticisms of the
historical texts. Among the issues we will focus on are the justifications for political systems, the
connection between human nature and the ideal political arrangement, and the influence
economic factors have on political structures. In the course of our investigations we will become
familiar with various schools of politial thought including communitarianism, social contract
theory, utilitarianism, socialism, and libertarianism.

PHI 2630-01 Ethical Issues and Life Choices MW 3:35-4:50, 201 DIF
Ref: 03003 Instructor: Mr. Jason Lassiter (Liberal Studies/Gordon Rule)

Our everyday life choices and views on specific moral issues often presuppose more
fundamental assumptions about what is right and what is wrong. We are not always aware,
however, of the driving assumptions behind our moral views. In this course we will first consider
the question of what makes something right or wrong in general. Then we will confront views
about specific ethical issues such as punishment, distributive justice, environmental ethics,
animal rights, homosexual marriage, and human cloning, and ask what implications our views on
these specific issues have for the question of what makes something right or wrong in general.



