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TALKING POINTS ON SERVICE LEARNING AND FLORIDA LEARN & SERVE

· Distinguish service learning (s-l) and community service—s-l has students practice what they need to learn and be able to do through service.  The service is a means and application of learning, similar to an unpaid apprenticeship but focused on community needs.
· Stress the direct tie of service learning to curricula, standards, FCAT, and student assessment. 

· Note research show impacts on participating students in academics, behavior, citizenship, and career preparation.  Plus there are the positive impacts on those served.
· Service learning gives youth powerful roles—researchers, planners, designers, leaders, builders, decision makers, change agents.
· Low cost—cite figures below for statewide and calculate your project numbers (i.e., 200 students each doing 35 hours of service = 7,000 hours.  If the grant is $3,000, the cost per hour is $0.42/hour, and the cost per student is $15).
· Note your principal or district support for this and why they think SL is a good idea 

How the program is supported:

Learn & Serve money is from the Florida Department of Education, and that money comes from . . .

· . . . the Learn & Serve America program, which is part of . . .

· . . . the National Service Program that also includes AmeriCorps, VISTA, NCCC, Foster Grandparents, Sr. Companions, and RSVP.

Florida Learn & Serve Statistics:

· Florida gets about $1 million year for K-12 service learning. 

· 27,793 Florida students are participating this school year. 

· 1,347,556 service hours will be given by Florida students this school year (worth $8,826,492 at the new minimum wage of $6.55/hour).
· Florida gets almost $9 in service for every federal dollar.
· $19.23 is the cost per student to participate.
· Most common project types:  tutoring, environmental, oral history, writing books to help younger students learning, intergenerational projects.
What you want from your meeting/visit/call:

· For the media/administrator/media to learn about s-l 

· For the media/administrator/media to learn that there are great s-l projects in the district 

· For the media/administrator/media to recognize s-l as an effective strategy 

· For the media/administrator/media to visit your project on a day that activities are going on

· Wider understanding, recognition, coverage, and expansion service learning 

· For the legislator to be so impressed by s-l that when Rep. Kriseman asks to support his bill, he/she will do so. 

FOR YOUR REFERENCE ONLY: Rep. Rick Kriseman’s (D-Pinellas) and Senator Mike Fasano (R-Pasco) have filed a bill (HB659/SB1498) in support of Service Learning. Acting/speaking as a CNCS sub-grantee, you may not tell an elected official how to vote on this or any other bill—you can and should provide information about the service-learning projects with which you are involved. To view the bill:  http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/sponsoredbills.aspx?MemberId=4393&SessionId=57. 























